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Sharing From English Panel

Mrs. HO Kwok Wing Sheung and Mr. CHAN Kai
Kong from English Panel started their sharing session
by providing the audience with a literature review of
“Literature Circles”, a student-centered cooperative
learning reading activity for groups of four to six
students. Each cooperative learning group is assigned
a specific role with specific responsibilities, which are
used to guide the group through the things about a text
they have to prepare before the lesson and subsequently
share with the whole class. The roles assigned to
students include the following. “Summarizers” prepare
a brief summary of the text. “Word Wizards” record
important words by looking for their parts of speech and
definitions and making sentences. “Real-life Connectors”
locate a significant passage in the text and connect it to
their real lives. “Discussion Directors” develop a thought-
provoking question about the text for the class to
discuss. “Scriptwriters and Actors” write a drama script
and perform a two-minute play in class. Students can
be allocated roles according to their interests and needs.
For example, “Word Wizards” is suitable for lower
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performers. “Literature Circle” is a strategy for catering
learner diversity.

They also shared with the audience the benefits and
limitations of using “Literature Circles”. First, “Literature
Circles” are student-centered. Students are trained not
to look to the teacher for the model answers and the
analysis of the text. Instead, they are encouraged to
learn from one another. Besides, not only can “Literature
Circles” develop students’ English skills, but also generic
skills, for example, communication skills, collaboration
skills, critical thinking skills, creativity, etc. Furthermore,
this learning strategy adds interests to the English
lessons. Nevertheless, one of the limitations is that some
roles demand higher order thinking skills. It was therefore
suggested that teachers might start by assigning less
challenging roles in remedial classes. What's more, the
extent of students’ pre-lesson preparation is a crucial
factor of the effectiveness of “Literature Circles”.



